Impact of screening mammography and change in surgeons' attitudes on the pattern of primary care of breast cancer at a community hospital.
To gauge the impact of screening mammography and opinions regarding surgical procedures on the pattern of primary surgical care of breast cancer, tumor registry statistics from 1980-81 were compared to those from 1987 at a large community hospital. Over the course of six years, there was a significant increase in the proportion of patients with smaller tumors. Breast-conserving procedures increased from 8% to 39% of all therapeutic surgery. However, there was no change in the stage of the tumor at presentation because of an atypically low incidence of nodal involvement in 1980-81.